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CONFIDENTIAL 7966 
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SUBJ: DECLASSIFICATION OF FACT OF SATELLITE PHOTORECONNAISSANCE 

REF: CANBERRA 7945 

1 . IN VIEW OF APPROACH TO DEPARTMENT BY AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
(BENNETT-SQUIRE TELCOM THIS AM), BELIEVE IT IS WORTH 
REPORTING THE REACTION WE OBTAINED AFTER FANNING OUT BEYOND 
ROY FERNANDEZ. 

2. DISCSSUIONS WITH MCMICHAEL (DIRECTOR, JIO) AND 
FURLONGER (DIRECTOR, ONA) PRODUCED A COOL, CALM, AND 
COLLECTED REACTION IN WHICH THEY ANTICIPATED NO PROBLEMS 
OTHER THAN THE FACT THAT THEY WOULD HAVE TO WORK QUICKLY 
TO BRIEF OTHERS WITH A NEED TO KNOW(INCLUDING SIR ARTHUR 
TANGE AND DEFENCE MINISTER KILLEN) JUST BEFORE A LONG 
AUSTRALIAN WEEKEND. DEFENSE ATTACHE DISCUSSED MATTER WITH 
HAMILTON (FASSIP/ADOD) WHO EVINCED NO PARTICULAR CONCERN, 
ALTHOUGH HE VOLUNTEERED THAT HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE UNWISE 
FOR THE GOA TO TRY TO CAPITALIZE ON THE "DECLASSIFICATION" 

OF THE FACT OF SATELLITE PHOTORECONNAISSANCE. 

3. JOHN RIDLEY (PRIVATE SECRETAR TO PEACOCK) CALLED 
POLCOUNS AT HOME LAST NIGHT TO ASK WHETHER IT MIGHT BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN ADVANCE TEXT OF THAT PORTION OF 
PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH DEALING WITH SATELLITE 
PHOTORECONNAISSANCE JUST SO MINISTERS CAN SEE PRECISE 
LANGUAGE PRESIDENT PLANS TO USE. RIDLEY’ ONLY CONCERN 
SEEMED TO BE THAT TIMING OF SPEECH WOULD CATCH MOST 
MINISTERS OUTSIDE OF CANBERRA OVER LONG LOCAL 
HOLIDAY WEEKEND, THUS MAKING COORDINATION DIFFICULT AND 
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ADVANCE SPADE WORK A LITTLE MORE DESIRABLE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: REACTION IN CANBERRA SEEMS A BIT 

MORE RELAXED THAN THAT FROM AUSTRALIAN MISSION IN WASHINGTON, 

BUT WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF WE COULD OFFER 
SENIOR AUSTRALIAN OFFICIALS AN ADVANCE TEXT OF THAT PORTION 
OF PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH ON A CLOSE HOLD BASIS 
AND SUBJECT TO THE PROVISO THAT IT MAY CHANGE SLIGHTLY IN 
DELIVERY. 

ALSTON 
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